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SAN DIEGO CITY COLLEGE AWARDS MORE THAN 1300 DEGREES AND CERTIFICATES
Friday, May 20 at the Organ Pavilion in Balboa Park

San Diego (May 18, 2011) —   San Diego City College will hold its 2011 commencement exercises at the outdoor Organ Pavilion in Balboa Park on Friday, May 20 at 6:00 p.m..

Of the more than 1,300 associate degrees and certificates awarded, the most popular disciplines are the Liberal Arts & Sciences, Behavioral Sciences, Nursing, and Child Development.  More than a quarter of the 2011 class will graduate with Honors (3.50-3.74 GPA), High Honors (3.75-3.99) or Highest Honors (4.0 GPA). Fifty-plus students will graduate with two or more degrees.

Nearly 400 graduates from age 18 to 68 are expected to participate in the commencement activities.  The oldest graduate is Walter Newby, age 68.  Mr. Newby started City College while in a homeless shelter and will be graduating with a Certificate in Behavioral Sciences. He is confidently planning, “to be the best alcohol and drug counselor that I can be”.  The youngest graduate is Carolina M. Vargas, age 18.  An Honors Student, Vargas started at City College at 16 and she graduates with an Associate Degree in Liberal Arts & Sciences in Language Arts & Humanities. She plans to transfer to UC Santa Barbara in the fall to earn her bachelor’s degree in English, then on to law school to study International Law.
     
 	City College graduates are from a number of different states, including Florida, New Jersey, Texas, and Washington; and different countries, including Austria, Bulgaria, Germany, Indonesia, Japan, Mexico, Morocco, and South Africa. 

Graduates have been accepted to a variety of four-year universities, including UC Berkeley, UCSD, and UCLA.

GRADUATION SPEAKERS – TEACHER OF THE YEAR, CHANCELLOR’S RECIPIENT

             Selected by students to receive the Golden Apple Award for Teacher of the Year, Dr. Wendy Zizzo Associate Professor of Behavioral Sciences is the faculty speaker. Inspired by her mother, a first-generation community college graduate, Zizzo began her higher education journey at the College of the Sequoias, and then transferred to the University of California, San Diego. Next, Dr. Zizzo was accepted into the Clinical Pharmacy School at the University of California, San Francisco where she earned her doctorate degree.  After completing an optional clinical residency at UCSF, Zizzo went to work at the Haight-Ashbury Free Clinics’ Drug Detoxification Center, where she was involved in the clinical care of thousands of chemically-dependent patients.  As a chemical dependency treatment expert, Dr. Zizzo began teaching pharmacology of abused substances in the Alcohol and Other Drug Studies Program at Diablo Valley College in 1992.  In 2000 she began teaching at San Diego City College and was hired as full-time faculty in 2007.

Student Cynthia Evans  summed up Dr. Zizzo’s teaching style, “She's very good at her job and gets her students involved. She rocks!!!”.

Tamara Strohauer, the Chancellor’s Scholarship Recipient is the student speaker.  Tamara Strohauer grew up in Longmont, Colorado. Raised by her single mom, Tamara graduated with honors from high school in 1983. Accepted to several universities, Tamara was unable to afford college, so she worked multiple jobs, including advertising, acting and modeling from Denver to New York City.    While raising her first daughter, Tamara’s mother was diagnosed with terminal breast cancer and died in 1997.  After the birth of her second daughter, Tamara spent a decade working together with her husband in their house painting business.  As the first in her family to attend college, Tamara started classes at City College in June, 2010 and holds a 4.0 GPA as a member of the Psi Beta National Honor Society. Tamara has also earned multiple scholarship awards: the Friends of Downtown Scholarship of Achievement Award; the Chancellor’s Award, the Schwartz Scholarship and the Dimension Women’s Group Award.  

Terry Burgess, San Diego City College President said,   "Both Professor Zizzo and Tamara exemplify the best of faculty and student passion here at City.   They each believe that education is the foundation for achieving their dreams - and that’s what City College offers to all – a pathway to the road of success.”


About San Diego City College:  Founded in 1914, San Diego City College serves as the educational cornerstone of downtown San Diego.   City College has been named to President’s Higher Education Community Service Honor Roll member, the highest federal recognition a college or university can receive for its commitment to volunteering, service-learning and civic engagement, City College offers more than  200 degrees and certificates, and 1,500 day, evening, weekend  and online courses.   www.sdcity.edu
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