
Transfer Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) 

What do I need to become a teacher in 
California? 

 

What Kind of Teacher? 
 
There are three basic teaching credentials in California: 

 A Multiple-Subject Credential qualifies you to teach elementary school, typically 
from Kindergarten through fifth or sixth grade. You usually teach a variety of 
subjects to one class of students. 

 A Single-Subject Credential qualifies you to teach in one subject, like Math or 
English. Most single-subject teachers work at Middle or High schools and teach sixth 
through 12th grade. 

 An Education Specialist Credential qualifies you to teach from Kindergarten 
through 12th grade in a special education environment. People pursuing this 
credential start by meeting the subject matter competency for either a Multiple-
Subject or a Single-Subject credential. 

 
Requirements for a Teaching Credential  
 

1. Earn a Bachelor’s degree. 
a. For a Multiple-Subject Teaching Credential you should major in a subject 

that covers a wide variety of different disciplines, such as Liberal Studies 
or a similar major.  

b. For a Single-Subject Teaching Credential you should major in the subject 
you intend to teach. 

2. Pass the California Basic Educational Skills Test (CBEST). Most people 
take this test during the last two years of college. 

3. Demonstrate Subject Matter Competency. 
a. For a Multiple-Subject Teaching Credential, you must pass a three-part 

California Subject Examination for Teachers (CSET) test.  
b. For a Single-Subject Teaching Credential, you must either pass the 

California Subject Examination for Teachers (CSET) test for your subject, 
or you must complete an approved Single Subject Matter Preparation 
Program as part of your undergraduate degree (this is a “teacher 
preparation” major in a specific subject). 

4. Complete a Teaching Credential Program. These are usually “fifth-year” 
programs completed after you finish your Bachelor’s degree. Some universities 
offer “integrated” programs where you complete some of the credential 
coursework during your undergraduate education. Many local universities offer 
teacher credentialing programs, including UCSD, SDSU, CSU San Marcos, and 
National University. You can earn a Bachelor’s degree from one university and 
complete a teaching credential program at a different university. 

Note: This field is changing rapidly. Check regularly for new 
changes and information. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE SEE A COUNSELOR 
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