
leading the ai 

revolution
the essential role of community colleges



my
tech 

philosophy

CURIOSITY
Can this technology 
effectively give us back our 
time?
What is its potential for 
new positive discoveries?

HEALTHY 
SKEPTICISM

Does this tech actually 
deliver what it promises?
Who benefits from our use 
of this technology (tech 
monopolies, commerce
models, etc.?)



Agenda 

how we can prepare/empower our 
students 

why community colleges

intro/thesis



intr
o



“By 2025, automation and AI could 

displace 85 million jobs worldwide. 

Communities already facing systemic 

inequalities are the ones most at risk 

of being left behind. — World Economic Forum Report, 2020





Thesis
Increasing AI digital literacy is a critical public 
service and Community Colleges should be 
leading AI Digital literacy initiatives across 
the nation. More than just being a part of 
this work, they are the institutions best 
suited to do it. 



why?



#1. it’s in our mission 
statement



“San Diego City College welcomes and inspires every 

student to identify and pursue their community, personal, 

educational, and professional goals. We prioritize 

accessibility, equity, and social justice through student-

centered support services and educational 

opportunities for global learning. We offer general 

education, associate and bachelors degrees, transfer 

pathways, certificates, and career technical education for 

personal enrichment and economic mobility.

— SDCC Mission Statement



#2. equity is part of our 
infrastructure



the whole student approach



#3. we posses the 
required skillset



• focus on workforce 
development

• focus on teaching over 
research

• more staff per student



we answer 
to our 

communitie
s

we know who our 
students are.

we care about 
who our 

students are. 



how
?



blueprint
AI ACADEMY STUDENT 
PILOT

1. CURRICULUM

Part 1: AI Digital Literacy
• Intro to GPT Technology and Ethics

o How do LLMs actually work and why does it 
matter?

• AI & Ethics: A Deeper Dive
o What are the ethical considerations we MUST have 

when using AI
Part 2: AI in Higher Ed
• Process vs. Product

o Engaging students in the research process via AI 
tools

• Learning the Language: AI Prompt Creation
o Research driven prompt engineering methods

3. DEMOGRAPHICS

2. DATA COLLECTION

• Pre-Test/Post-Tests (administered to 
AI Academy students)

• AI Student Survey (administered to 
larger campus community)



curriculum 1. INTRO TO GPT AND 
ETHICS

 how do LLMs actually work and why does it 
matter?



curriculum 2. AI & ETHICS: A DEEPER DIVE
what are the ethical considerations we MUST have 
when using AI?



curriculum 3. PROCESS VS. PRODUCT
  engaging students in the research process via AI 

tools



curriculum 4. LEARNING THE LANGUAGE
research-driven prompt engineering methods



key 
takeaway
s



toolkit



References
Russo, A. (2020, October 20). Recession and Automation Changes Our Future of Work, But There 

are Jobs Coming, Report Says. World Economic Forum. 

https://www.weforum.org/press/2020/10/recession-and-automation-changes-our-future-of-

work-but-there-are-jobs-coming-report-says-52c5162fce/

Reed, S., Grosz, M., Kurlaender, M., & Cooper, S. (2021). A Portrait of Student Parents in the 

California Community Colleges A New Analysis of Financial Aid Seekers with Dependent 

Children (pp. 3–4). UC Davis. 

https://education.ucdavis.edu/sites/main/files/wheelhouse_research_brief_vol_6_no_2_final.

pdf

Baccalaureate and Beyond Longitudinal Study (B&B). (2022, November). Nces.ed.gov. 

https://nces.ed.gov/surveys/b&b/

National Postsecondary Student Aid Study - Overview. (2023). Nces.ed.gov. 

https://nces.ed.gov/surveys/npsas/

Student Enrollment and Demographics | California Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office. (2023). 

Www.cccco.edu. https://www.cccco.edu/About-Us/Chancellors-Office/Divisions/Digital-


