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Cognitive Level Verbs 

Create 

Reorganize 
elements into a 
new pattern or 

structure. 

act, arrange, assemble, combine, compose, 
construct, create, design, develop, devise, form, 

formulate, generate, improve, infer, invent, 
imagine, plan, predict, prepare, produce, rear 

Evaluate 
Make judgments 
based off criteria 
and standards. 

argue, assess, choose, compare, conclude, 
criticize, critique, debate, decide, defend, 

determine, discuss, evaluate, judge, justify, 
prioritize, rate, recommend, support, survey, 

value, verify 

Analyze 

Break down info 
into parts and 

determine how it 
relates to the 

whole. 

analyze, calculate, categorize, classify, compare, 
contrast, diagram, differentiate, discover, 
distinguish, examine, experiment, group, 

interpret, investigate, order, organize, question, 
relate, research, scrutinize, sequence, solve, 

survey 

Apply 
Carry out or use a 

procedure in a 
given situation. 

adapt, apply, calculate, change, compute, 
demonstrate, dramatize, draw, employ, execute, 

experiment, illustrate, list, make, manipulate, 
practice, produce, sequence, show, solve, teach, 

use, utilize 

Understand 
Explaining ideas or 

concepts. 

ask, calculate, convert, classify, describe, 
estimate, explain, give examples of, identify, 
locate, observe, predict, recognize, report, 

research, retell, review, summarize 

Remember 
Retrieve relevant 
knowledge from 

long-term memory 

arrange, choose, cite, define, describe, duplicate, 
identify, group, label, list, listen, locate, match, 

memorize, name, quote, recall, recite, recognize, 
record, repeat, select, underline 

 


