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Dear Students, Campus Colleagues and Community Friends: 
 
It is my great pleasure to welcome students, faculty, staff and the community together to celebrate the 
San Diego City College Annual Student Project and Research Symposium.  This “Celebration of 
Student Excellence” is a campus-wide event recognizing the outstanding achievements of our 
students and the dedication of our faculty to student success.  
 
Each year the Symposium exceeds its success from the previous year in attendance and 
participation.  This year, the Symposium is presented Live on the AH/BT Quad with AH 306 and AH 
314 for special exhibits.  It will also be a live YouTube Broadcast. For 2022, 60+ students 
representing more than 40+ academic majors, showcase their best work through 30+ poster 
presentations, numerous oral presentations, radio/TV excerpts, Multi-media presentations, Spoken 
Word, performances, demonstrations, and Fine Art displays. 
 
I welcome you to explore and learn more about our College mission and values and understand why 
our campus community is so proud of our students. Although we come from different places, we join 
together here at City College focused on one goal: student success. Collaborating together, the City 
College Symposium melds the extraordinary efforts of faculty mentors and hard-working students to 
create a body of research work with endless possibilities for advanced studies across many 
disciplines. 
 
On behalf of our entire college, I commend the Symposium Committee, volunteers and staff for the 
planning and collective efforts in bringing this signature event to life for the campus and community to 
enjoy. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Ricky Shabazz, Ed.D. 
President 
San Diego City College 
rshabazz@sdccd.edu 
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Dear City College Community and Guests: 
It is with great pride that we welcome you to the 18th Annual City College Student Project and 
Research Symposium.  Today you will tap deeply into the spirit of City College, and it is going to be a 
great experience for you.  As a visitor, you will see, hear and feel the blossoming talents of many of 
our finest students, who have proudly brought their creative work to our San Diego City College 
YouTube channel to share with you - their college family and community friends.  You will marvel at 
the discipline, dedication and hard work that have been invested in their projects. And you will be 
inspired by the enthusiasm and inventiveness that permeates every display and performance.  
This Symposium will highlight a multitude of research questions, showcase inquiry, critical analyses 
and scholarship.  What does the symposium represent to us at City College? 

• First and foremost, a vibrant campus community actively engaged in the pursuit of knowledge, 
the research process, creativity and excellence. 

• The breadth of experiences and opportunities available to students - whether they’re in physical 
or life sciences, mathematical pursuits or creative and performing arts. 

• The inclusivity and diversity of our community. 
• Our college commitment to student learning realized. 
• Respect and support of our student achievements. 
• A realization that there are no boundaries on what individual students can either learn or 

become at City College. 
• That there are no limits! This Symposium is but a first step for students as they continue their 

quest for knowledge and future achievement. 
Today you will become an important player on our stage, in some ways as important as the 
presenters themselves! As proud as they may be about their work, you see, until today it has largely 
been unexpressed, unseen, unappreciated by others. And students, like any other performers, need 
to play to an audience. Indeed, it’s you – their audience, who gets to spark the real fun today, and 
ignite the joy of sharing, and fan the flame of pride and self-confidence.  So please, everyone, jump 
right in and bring your excitement and enjoyment for all of us to share. Make it a point to pause often 
among the displays, introduce yourself to a proud but nervous presenter or performer, ask them 
about their work or future plans, and sprinkle a handful of compliments as you pass. Your applause 
will last them a lifetime! 
We invite you to help judge the presentations.  At the information table (in our Zoom room link) are 
judging rubrics and ballots. The overall award will be given by President Shabazz.  The Science 
award by Dean Leticia Lopez, and the Fine Arts award by Dean Jeanie Tyler.  Special Achievement 
awards are given by the organizing committee. Your help, even as a guest, will validate the selection 
process.  
We’re so glad you’re here - enjoy the Symposium! 

Symposium Organizing Committee:
Misael Camarena, Professor of Mathematics 
Erin Engstrom, Professor of Communication 
George Jessup, Professor of Mathematics 
Deanna Shelton, Professor of Communication 
 

María-José Zeledón-Pérez, Professor of Communication 
Cesar Gumapas, Public Information Officer 
Kim La Rue  |  Graphic Artist  |  Photographer 
Patricia Fernandez, Supervisor Duplicating
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San Diego City College was honored to be selected by the national Council on Undergraduate 
Research (CUR) to participate in its Program on Institutionalizing Undergraduate Research – a 
program sponsored by the National Science Foundation.   Participation in the CUR program has 
enabled City College to build upon existing research activities – including this Symposium and 
broaden the institutional culture of research.  One of only 64 schools selected nationally, City College 
was the only community college participating from the West Region. 
With mentoring from CUR, a campus-based Undergraduate Research Collaborative (URC) was 
created to promote undergraduate research awareness and interest among students, faculty and 
administrators.  At City College, undergraduate research is defined as an inquiry or an investigation 
conducted by a student in collaboration with a faculty mentor.  Undergraduate research provides 
opportunity for the intellectual growth of students via exploration and application of existing 
knowledge that may also lead to an intellectual or creative contribution to the discipline.  City College 
is poised to increase opportunities for engagement in regional and national discussions of trends in higher 
education and new research directions, including partnering with other institutions and pursuing external 
funding.  The ultimate goal is to have City College be the community college model for undergraduate 
research. 
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Our thanks and appreciation to our faculty mentors for supporting students in the pursuit of 
excellence. 
 

Anthropology Arnie Schoenberg 
Chicano Studies Monica Hernandez 
Communications Erin Engstrom 
 Deanna Shelton 
Cosmetology Sudabeth Phillips 
English Aileen Gum 
 Patricia McGhee 
 Jennifer Boots  
 Christy Ball 
  Kevin Gossett 
Business Nancy Fredericks 
 Leroy Brady 
 Tania Serhan 
Biology Heather Heinz 
Chemistry Robert Kojima 
Fine Art Terri Hughes-Oelrich 
 Wayne Hulgin 
 
Disclaimer: The goal of the Symposium Organizing 
Committee is to celebrate student excellence and 
promote undergraduate research awareness and 
interest among students, faculty, staff and 
administrators.  The student presentations are 
designed to benefit the academic, intellectual and 
cultural development of the City College 
community.  The Symposium presentations do not 
necessarily reflect the views of City College, the San 
Diego Community College District or the campus 
community that supports the educational achievement 
of students. 

Health & Exercise Science 
 Alan Rivera 
 Ellen Turkel 
Mathematics Roberto Rubalcaba 
 Misael Camarena 
 George Jessup 
Political Science Nicholas Boushee 
Price Scholarship/ Leslie Easton 
   Mental Health 
Psychology Kim Sweeney 
 Penelope Mercer 
Puente/ Luis Perez 
   Counseling 
Radio/TV Christopher Acedo 
 Cy Kuckenbaker 
 Nicole Vargas 
Sociology David Gauss 
 Tim Gross 
 Sarah Pitcher 
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18th Annual Student Project and Research 
Symposium 

President’s Welcome 9am April 21, 2022 
Live AH/BT Quad and on SDCC Youtube channel 
https://www.youtube.com/sandiegocitycollege1914 

Posters 9:10 to 11:40; Communication Showcase 11:40 to 12:40; Spoken Word 12:45 to 1:30; Award 
Ceremony 1:45 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/sandiegocitycollege1914
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Poster Project title: Full Name (1) Full Name (2) Full Name (3) Time 

Application of Mathematics Siyuan Lu Prof Camarena 
Pre-recorded 

9:10 

Mathematics In Action Lihua Zhang Prof Camarena 
Pre-recorded 

 

Covid Impact of Mental 
Health Quoc Le Khoa Ta Prof Jessup 

Pre-recorded 
 

Covid Impact of Mental 
Health Paul Antonov Prof Jessup 

Pre-recorded 
 

Polynomials Ciara Sabal Prof Jessup 
Pre-recorded 

 

Colorism over the years Jessica Escobar 
Dr. Rob Rubalcaba Social Work 

9:20 

Abdominal exercises  Tony D Pascal 
Dr. Rob Rubalcaba Cyber security  

9:25 

Personal Finance During 
Covid 19 Nick Bahena Dr. Rob Rubalcaba Communications 

9:30 

Forgotten Heroes: Chicana 
Women 

Cynthia Gonzalez 
Gomez Dr. Rob Rubalcaba 

Chicano/a 
Studies 

9:35 

The Hidden 12th Organ 
System: How Our Gut 
Microbiome Affects Us Katayoon Marzban Dr. Rob Rubalcaba Biology 

9:40 

Measuring Morality: An 
Investigation of Capitalist 
Activism Kaileykielle Hoga Dr. Rob Rubalcaba 

Interdisciplinary 
Computing Arts 
for Music 
Technology 

9:45 

Methods to Help Students 
Fasting During Ramadan Liban Yusuf Dr. Rob Rubalcaba Biology 

9:55 

The Inequalities of Chicano 
Students in the Education 
System  Carla Leano  

Dr. Rob Rubalcaba Accounting  

10:00 
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Marketing Music Events In 
San Diego Collin Curtin 

Prof Jessup 
Business 
Administration 

10:05 

Hairstylist  Sara Sakka 
Constance Calhoun Cosmotology  

10:10 

Dena Does Do’s Dena Prince 
Sudie Phillips Cosmetology 

10:15 

Ratio of a Seaworld Tank/ 
The Strength of a City Bridge Noah Reyes 

Prof Camarena  
Business 
Economics 

10:20 

Student Loan Debt & Quality 
of Life Siobhan Tye 

Prof Camarena  

Sustainable 
Urban 
Agriculture 

10:25 

Job Satisfaction and Work 
Productivity Isabella Peterson 

Prof Camarena  
Business 
Administration 

10:30 

Covids impact on mental 
health  Paul Antonov  Prof Camarena  Biology 

10:35 

Physical Activity in the U.S. 
during COVID-19 Pandemic 

Samuel Perez Uribe, 
Johnny Wingate Prof Camarena   

10:40 

How Inverters Work Nathaniel Carter Prof Camarena   10:45 

Stress: Definition and 
Perspectives 

Tain’a Moreira, 
Melissa Cancel Prof Camarena  

10:50 

The Tyranny of Choice  
Rey Williams, Wesley 
Dugger Prof Camarena   

10:55 

Environmental impact of fast 
fashion vs sustainable 
fashion  

Juliette Midori 
Nakamura Dr. Rob Rubalcaba Graphic Design 

11:00 

Recycling: Basics and 
Beyond Gillian Nielsen Dr. Rob Rubalcaba Communications 11:05 

Wolves and Their 
Ecosystems Andrea Vega Marshall Dr. Rob Rubalcaba 

Forestry (tribal 
forestry) 11:10 
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Impact of Water  Miranda Estrada Dr. Rob Rubalcaba Biology 11:15 

Psychedelics as a treatment 
for depression  Ernesto Reyes Diaz Dr. Rob Rubalcaba Ecology 11:20 

Rosarito, Baja California, 
Mexico  Isabella Cuadras Dr. Rob Rubalcaba Business  11:25 

Rosarito, Baja California  Ana Vasquez Dr. Rob Rubalcaba Business 11:30 

Justice reform in our country  Tyler Hirokawa Dr. Rob Rubalcaba 
International 
Business  11:35 

Sdrs  Samantha Marie 
Simms Dr. Shabazz Pre-Recorded 11:40 
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2022 Student Project and Research Symposium 
                    ~  Thursday, April 21  ~ 11:40-12:40  ~ AH306 &  www.youtube.com/sandiegocitycollege1914  ~ 

 

 

 

 

COMS/SPEECH PRESENTATIONS:    RTVF PRESENTATIONS:  

George Buchanan      Ingrid Estrella & Jakob McWhinney  
Stories (Narrative Speech)     Inside City Sports (TV News-Interview Show) 
COMS 104-Advanced Public Speaking    RTVF 145 Television News Production/ 
Mentor: Erin Engstrom      RTVF 249A TV News Workshop-Producing 
        Mentor: Nicole Vargas & Chris Acedo 
Mario Lopez 
A Change is in the Air (Policy Speech)    Skylar Eppler 
COMS 160-Argumentation     San Diego Local Spotlight: Shindigs (Podcast) 
Mentor: Erin Engstrom       RTVF 140 Radio and TV Newswriting 
        Mentor: Nicole Vargas & Chris Acedo 
DJRN PRESENTATIONS:       
 
Philip Salata    
Trolley Blue Line expansion opens, officials    Rachel Karalnik  
grapple with a vision for the future (Web Video)   Now or Never (Short Fiction Film) 
DJRN 210 Reporting and Editing     RTVF 167 Motion Picture Production 
Mentor: Nicole Vargas/Peggy Peattie    Mentor:  Cy Kuckenbaker 
      

Susana Serrano       Sophia Costello 
#CityCookingChallenge: Tortitas de Papa con    Film 2 (Documentary Short Film) 
Atun (Social Video)      RTVF 112 Documentary Production 
DJRN 210 Reporting and Editing     Mentor:  Cy Kuckenbaker 
Mentor: Nicole Vargas  
  

 
 

 

http://www.youtube.com/sandiegocitycollege1914
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Thursday, April 21  ~ 12:45-1:30  ~ AH/BT Quad &  www.youtube.com/sandiegocitycollege1914 
Tammy Williams Managing Life  

Prof Slingland, Mentor  
And Others😊😊 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/sandiegocitycollege1914
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Thursday, April 21  ~ 9am – 2pm  ~ AH314 &  

 www.youtube.com/sandiegocitycollege1914   

 

http://www.youtube.com/sandiegocitycollege1914
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17th Annual Symposium Award Winners 
President Shabazz-President's Award ($300):   
Jesus Lopez and the #CityCookingChallenge 

 

 

 
Poster Presentations: 

1st Place Dean Randy Barnes-Dean's Award ($150): 
  Alicia Canales Esparaza/Kiera Feighan-Patrizi-Sleep Deprivation 

 

 



 

2022 Student Project & Research Symposium 16 

 
co-2nd Place Mr. "C" and Dr. "J" Award ($100):   

Ana Maria Zamora-Covid Vaccines:  Pros and Cons 
 

 
 

co-2nd Place Mr. "C" and Dr. "J" Award ($100): 
  Courtni Demnianiuk/Darlenne Gomez Valencia/Brian Alvarez-Weather Predicting 
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Communication Showcase: 
 

1st Place ($150): 
  Michael Steward-Let's Get One Thing Straight...(Narrative Speech) 

 

 
 

2nd Place ($100):  
 Sofia Hill-Animated Short Fiction 
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Spoken Word: 
1st Place Dean Jeanie Tyler-Dean's Award ($150): 
  Tamra Balardeta and Cyanne Knight-Rising Starr 

 
 

2nd Place ($100):  
 Cesar Barajas-Blindness 

 
 

*And, thank you to the Diversity Committee who sponsored 4 students for the NCORE (National 
Conference of Race and Ethnicity) in June.  The raffle winners for who were chosen to attend are: 

Michael Stewart 
Tatiana Butte 

Tamra Balardeta 
Sofia Hill 

Congratulations to all!!! 
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The Symposium Organizing Committee would like to acknowledge the essential contributions made 
by students, faculty, staff and administrators to ensure the quality and success of the Symposium.  
We are grateful for everyone’s support and participation. 

A special thank you to:  Dr. Ricky Shabazz - President of City College; Matilda Chavez – Vice 
President; Deans Jeanie Tyler and Leticia Lopez – co-sponsors of this event; Cesar Gumapas Public 
Information Officer;  the Academic Senate as co-sponsor of the Symposium; Associated Student 
Government; Transfer and Career Center; Patricia Fernandez Digital Print Production; Kim La 
Rue  |  Graphic Artist  |  Photographer; student Videographers Susana Serrano, Philip Salata, Josh 
Hernandez; and a special thanks to Victor Chen Website Administrator. 
We are also grateful for the support and guidance of the Institutional Assessment Committee in our 
collective efforts to both demonstrate and improve student learning. 

We wish to again thank all of the contributors to this event. We salute you! This program may not include some 
late additions and performances - unconfirmed at press time.  We encourage you to stroll the grounds and 

seek out these fine later additions - and welcome them aboard! 

 
CITY COLLEGE • MESA COLLEGE • MIRAMAR COLLEGE • CONTINUING EDUCATION 
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Program Event/Showcase Time Location 

Admissions and Records Resource Fair 9:00am-1pm AH/BT Quad 

CalWORKs Resource Fair 9:00am-1pm AH/BT Quad 

City Gallery City Gallery Gallery Hours: 12p-4p City Gallery, AH-314 

City Women Rock Club Resource Fair 9:00am-1pm AH/BT Quad 

Commercial Music Recording Studio Tours 9:00am-1:00pm Room C-208/209 

Cosmetology Cosmetology 2022 10 am - 1 pm V110/V112 

Counseling 
City Scholars – Rising Scholars 
Network 9:30am-12:00pm L-207 

Counseling & Evaluations Resource Fair 9:00am-1pm AH/BT Quad 

Delta Alpha Pi Resource Fair 9:00am-1pm AH/BT Quad 
disAbility Support Programs 
and Services (DSPS) 

An Introduction to DSPS 
Services 

9:15-9:45am and 
11:00-11:45am V 101 

Dramatic Arts Program Theatre Backstage Tour 10:00am-1:00pm Saville Theatre Lobby 

DSPS Resource Fair 9:00am-1pm AH/BT Quad 

Early Education Center Center Tour 9a-11a EEC 
Environmental Justice 
Conference 

Environmental Justice 
Conference 9:00 am - 4:30 pm S-112 

Extended Opportunity 
Programs & Services (EOPS) Learn About EOPS 9:00am-1pm AH/BT Quad 

Fine Art 
Student Show and League of 
Innovation 10-11am  City Gallery, AH-314 
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Honors Program 
Learn About City's Honors 
Program 9:00am-1pm AH/BT Quad 

Learning Resource Center 
(LRC)/Library LRC Info Booth 9am-1pm AH/BT Quad 
Life Sciences, Agriculture 
Program Seeds@City Urban Farm 9 AM - 1 PM  

Machine Technology Machine Technology 10:00a-2:00p T-195 

MESA Program Resource Fair 9:00am-1pm AH/BT Quad 

NextUp Resource Fair 9:00am-1pm AH/BT Quad 

Outreach  City College Insight  
9:15-9:45 and 10:30-
11:00 MS 140 

Outreach  Guided Walking Tours 
9:15-10:00 am, 10:30-
11:15, and 11:30-12:15 AH/BT Quad 

Photography 
Open Studios and Labs/Gallery 
Photo Exhibit 10am-1pm V Bldg (CTC) 5th Floor 

Puente Resource Fair 9:00am-1pm AH/BT Quad 

San Diego Promise  
San Diego Promise Program 
Overview 

9:45-10:15 am and 
11:00-11:30 am MS140 

Student Health Center (SHC) Take a Screening/Win a Prize 9am-1pm Schwartz Quad 

Subir Intercultural Centers Creating Community on Campus 
8am-9am OR 11:30-
12:30pm L 206/207 

The English Center Quick Tour of the English Center 9:30a-1pm L 209 

Transfer & Career Resource Fair 9:00am-1pm AH/BT Quad 

Tutorial Center Resource Fair 9:00am-1pm AH/BT Quad 

Umoja Resource Fair 9:00am-1pm AH/BT Quad 
Veteran Affairs and 
Enrollment Services Learn About VA and ES 9:00am-1pm AH/BT Quad 

Welcome Center Resource Fair 9:00am-1pm AH/BT Quad 
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  Robert Chambers (Professor)    Fabio Paciucci 
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1313 Park Boulevard 
San Diego, CA 92101 

619.388.3400 
www.sdcity.edu 

Ricky Shabazz, Ed.D. 
President 

The San Diego Community College District is governed by its Board of Trustees.  No oral  
or written representation is binding on the San Diego Community College District  

without the express approval of the Board of Trustees. 
 

Board of Trustees: (from left, back row) Craig Milgrim, Mary Graham, and (front row) Geysil 
Arroyo, Maria Nieto Senour, Ph.D., Bernie Rhinerson.. 

 
 

  
 
  

https://www.sdccd.edu/about/leadership/board-of-trustees/craig-milgrim.aspx
https://www.sdccd.edu/about/leadership/board-of-trustees/mary-graham.aspx
https://www.sdccd.edu/about/leadership/board-of-trustees/geysil-arroyo.aspx
https://www.sdccd.edu/about/leadership/board-of-trustees/geysil-arroyo.aspx
https://www.sdccd.edu/about/leadership/board-of-trustees/maria-nieto-senour.aspx
https://www.sdccd.edu/about/leadership/board-of-trustees/bernie-rhinerson.aspx
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